
Treasures from our Tradition 
 

As the Roman Empire shattered and collapsed, the 

bishops were the people best equipped to catch the falling 

stones. In the West (that’s us), they sought to stabilize society 

by weaving a structure of laws and courts to uphold the rights 

and dignity of married couples in a chaotic world. The bish-

ops in the East had a different approach, even allowing the 

dissolution of marriages in certain cases. To an extent, the 

bishops took a measure of control away from the fathers of 

families in order to provide pastoral care for those who suf-

fered most in the social collapse: women and children. 

In the West, much of the marriage law was contained in 

the “penitential books” the bishops devised to regulate the 

lives of public sinners. In the seventh century, Theodore of 

Canterbury’s penitential book said that he had the power to 

give consent to remarriage in the case of a poor fellow whose 

wife had been car-

ried off by the Vi-

kings. If the Vi-

kings subsequently 

brought her back, 

she could remarry, 

too! No bishop 

ever made peace 

with divorce, but 

there was never a 

time when the pas-

toral concern of 

the church was not 

struggling with 

how to care for 

people in unhappy 

situations. 
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Reflections 
 

Very often, the Lord gives us help when we 

don't even ask for it, like He did for Simon Peter, 

James and John in today’s Gospel reading. And the 

reason He does it is for purposes much bigger and 

much more widespread than what we ourselves get 

from it. 

Notice the pattern of Christ's interaction with 

the fishermen in this story. It's a pattern He uses con-

stantly with all of us. First, observe that the fisher-

men already know Jesus; they call Him "Master" be-

cause He's a master teacher and they are His students. 

Second, we see Jesus helping them in an unexpected 

way. Third, Jesus turns the gift into a calling. Fourth, 

the disciples give up everything that would prevent 

them from answering the call. 

Whenever God intervenes in our lives, He does 

it to benefit us AND others. Because we already 

know Jesus, we belong to a community of believers; 

we are not in relationship with God as isolated indi-

viduals. Our prayers for help are never answered only 

for our own sake. If it seems like God isn't respond-

ing to your pleas, it's because He's helping you in an 

unexpected way: He's working on a bigger plan and 

He's not yet finished fitting all the pieces together. 

He's coordinating how the answer to your prayers 

will help many. 

He cares about your needs and desires, but He 

is turning them into a calling that will benefit others. 

By thinking beyond ourselves while waiting for our 

troubles to end, we find peace and hope and value in 

our sufferings. This is the vocation of daily life. Are 

you giving up everything that's been preventing you 

from responding to this call today? 
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Message 

Founded 1889Founded 1889Founded 1889Founded 1889    



4:00 PM  Saturday - February 3rd, 2007 
� Thomas Pirkola  by Pirkola  Family  
 
 
 

10:30 AM  Sunday - February 4th, 2007 
� Harry Kochanski  by Wife, Christine 
� Walter Janowski  by Wife, Vicky 
� William Ratajczak  by Gail Wood Family 
� Mitchell Wilk  by Wife, Lorraine 
� Davis DeAngelo  by Sulla Family 
 

 

 

12:00 Noon  Friday - February 9th, 2007 

For all Parishioners and Benefactors 

 Sweetest Heart of Mary Parish           

4:00 PM  Saturday - February 10th, 2007    
� Walter Wapinski  by Tony Ziebron 
 
 
 

10:30 AM  Sunday - February 11th, 2007    
� Walter Janowski  by Wife Vicky 
� Harry Kochanski  by Wife Christine 
� Peter Kitka, Jr.  by Joan Kitka  
� Valentine,Josephine,Walter & Lillian Wilk by Wilk Family 
� Louis,Cecelia & Jack Sulla, Chris Billand by Sulla Family 
  
 
 

12:00 Noon  Friday - February 16th, 2007 

For all Parishioners and Benefactors 

Tuition Assistance 

 Considering a Catholic school education for your 

child, but concerned about financial cost? The Archdiocese 
of Detroit offers several options to assist Catholic families in 
meeting tuition needs. Through the Archdiocesan Endow-
ment Foundation Tuition Assistance Program, each qualify-
ing elementary student (Grades 1-8) can receive $600 per 
academic year; qualifying students in Grades 9-12 can re-
ceive $700 per year. 

Information and applications for the academic year 
2007-2008 are now available for download by clicking on 
the Tuition Assistance link on the Catholic Schools Page at 
www.aodonline.org. Hard copies of the application are avail-
able by calling 313-237-5775. Applications for this scholar-
ship are due no later than April 3. Students who live in or 
attend Catholic schools in Detroit, Hamtramck, Highland 
Park, and throughout Wayne County also may be eligible for 
additional financial assistance. See the Tuition Assistance 
Page for more information on eligibility and submission 
deadlines. In addition, many Catholic elementary and secon-
dary schools offer financial aid through their own tuition 
endowment and trust programs. Ask your Catholic school 
administrator about these possibilities for your child as well. 
Parents are encouraged to get started early on the financial 
aid process. For more information contact: 
 Tamra Hull: 313-237-6530  email- hull.tamra@aod.org  

New in  the New in  the New in  the New in  the     
Pews Pews Pews Pews     

Mr. Todd Spisz 

Ms. Michelle Kruk  

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wojciechowski 

Mr. Jeffrey Mausolf 

Mrs. Marian Drzewiecki 

Ms. Adrian Gavrilovski 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Duda 

Ms. Sharon Zmick 

Mr. & Mrs. J. Donald Zelazny 

Mrs. Virginia Szymanski 

Mr. Timothy Shulte 

Ms. Melanie Duda 

Christmas Decorations 

We will be removing the Christmas decorations in 

church on Saturday, Feb. 10. Volunteers are needed to care-
fully and delicately take apart, pack, and store items. Please 
consider helping in church beginning at 9:00 AM. 

Daily Catholic Webcast Launched 

 A 4-minute daily news summary produced by the 

Salt + Light Catholic television network is now available 
on the Internet.  It is the first  daily  Catholic  Webcast. 
Father Thomas Rosica, founder and executive director of 
the Toronto-based Salt + Light Media Foundation, said the 
launch of "Zoom" on Jan. 24, the feast of St. Francis de 
Sales, patron saint of journalists, was "the perfect day to 
launch this service, which will allow people to follow the 
rhythm of the Church in image and sound."  Through Salt 
+ Light's satellite feed to Vatican Television, "Zoom" also 
provides footage from the Holy Father's weekly Sunday 
Angelus and Wednesday's general audience addresses, as 
well as special events and apostolic trips. The website is: 
www.saltandlighttv.org   Click on “Zoom”. 

Mass Schedule & IntentionsMass Schedule & IntentionsMass Schedule & IntentionsMass Schedule & Intentions    

Harry Kochanski                 by Wife, Christine  

Thomas Pirkola                  by Pirkola Family 

Gloria Lamberti                   by Norman 

Barney Topolewski            by Frances Topolewski 

John Cox  by Christine Cox 

Mary Pawlowski  by Christina Cox 

for for for for     
FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    

Memorials Memorials Memorials Memorials             

2006 Offerings 
Statements of 2006 contributions have been mailed. If 

you did not receive one and need a written statement of 
your 2006 contributions, kindly call the parish office during 
business hours:                              (313) 831-6659 































 
MINUTES OF 

SWEETEST HEART OF MARY PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
January 10, 2007 

 
Present: Fr. Mark Borkowski Tony Ziebron  Lorraine Wilk      Amy Papernik     
  Tom Christensen  Richard Karlowski Jerry Strzalkowski Brenda Suiter  
  Judith Courtright  Jennifer Waligora  
    
Absent:  Judith Covatch  Scott Palus  Michael Filliccia   Amy Papernik 
 
Meeting commenced at 6:30 PM with Mass and reassembled in St. Joseph Hall following Mass. Minutes from last meeting approved with 
minor corrections. 
 
Parish Property Improvements Committee 
We received a few responses to the call for committee members. John Zeck,  Dennis Felcyn  and Frank Sitek expressed interest. Tony to follow up on 
these three inquiries and will continue to advertise in the bulletin. 
 
Faith Direct 
Tony Ziebron handed out an article about this program and gave an overview of the direct-deposit service for parishioners who wish to give 
their parish offering by credit card or electronic cash transfer.  There is a fee for setting this service up, but it is nominal.  Discussion of such 
a service commenced.  Tom Christensen said that for some other churches, the total collected rose 20%, because even if they could not 
make it to Mass, their contribution was still made.  Stephen Weber said that Historic Trinity also uses this type of program.   Tom 
Christianson to follow up with other churches to see how they set theirs up and Tony Ziebron will contact Faith Direct for more information. 
 
Lenten Fish Fry 
Tony offered the suggestion that the Parish Council should decide how the proceeds from this event are earmarked.  Council suggestions: 

• New, more permanent signage that can be seen from both Canfield and Russell.  Father Mark to look into the cost of this. 
• Refurbishing the organ.  There is some maintenance work that could be done. 
• New large freezer. 

Tom Christensen noted that we need additional help to run the fish fry days.  First day of Lent is Feb 21.  Tony will bring this up at the Town 
Hall Meeting scheduled for Feb 11 and will also have sign-up sheets for coverage. We will need someone to call and remind people that 
they have committed to help with this event. Knights of Columbus members may also be able to help.  Need at least four people in the 
kitchen and three or four servers.  Also need someone to take orders/money.  We will also put a notice in the bulletin on Feb 4, which will 
include a sign-up sheet.  
 
Fr. Mark’s Talking Points 

• Restoration of two murals on sides of altar will begin.  Donor wishes to remain anonymous. 
• More than 40 weddings on the books as of January and more are anticipated. We need to have more wedding coordinator teams. 

Thus far there are only two respondents to Father’s call for volunteers.  
• A documentary on Polish American Heritage is being produced and the producers will probably come to our church for 

information.  The producers are seeking funds to produce this TV documentary and DVD, scheduled on air on June 16. Fr. Mark 
would like to have a meeting on February 2nd  at 7 PM with Parish Council members and parishioners to view the documentary 
already released on Italian Americans.  Will need an announcement in the bulletin. 

 
Reports and Cluster Activities 

 
Education 
• Second semester of Faith Formation has begun.  
• We will have a guest speaker for “Morally Responsible Investing” seminar in February.  
 
Vicariate 
• The Virtus Certified representatives of our parish are:  Fr. Mark, Fr. Paul, Dan Jones, Maryann Brownlee, Sandy Bradford, and 

Steve Weber  
o APC Report 

 Jan 18: Legislative Advocate Meeting at seminary from 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. 
 Jan 24: Called to Collaborate Conference with Dr. Hathaway at the seminary from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. 
 Feb 8: Evangelium Vitae Conference at seminary from 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM. 
 APC Coordinating Committee meets in February to discuss two upcoming events:  
• Joint meeting with the Vicars and the Tracking Committee  
• APC Stewardship/Finance Session 

o Legislative Advocate Report 
 US Catholic Conference of Bishops: Congo relief was supported by President Bush.  Reduce Poverty in America 

Campaign scheduled a Jan 10 meeting in D.C. 
 Michigan Catholic Conference: Net neutrality for religious content protection. Religious denomination issues 

protected through online discourses. 
 Archdiocese Of  Detroit: Bishop Reiss, Cardinal Maida reaffirmed rejection of any attempts to deny the Holocaust. 



 Catholic Relief Services: World AIDS day – a wonderful outreach to Africa and Eastern Europe which share high 
infection rates.  Cardinal Martino of Vatican Congregation for Migrants and Benedict XVI are united in opposing 
Mexican border fences. 

o Bridging Report 
  Fr. Stockhausen SJ. Of UDM and Fr. Mark Soehner OFM announced a new joint Detroit St. Aloysius and Plymouth 

Good Counsel Lecture Series on Jan 19 entitled “Walk the Talk – 24/7 Catholicism Today”, to be held at Plymouth 
Good Counsel. 

 
Ladies Guild 
• High Tea is scheduled for February 17.  

 
Alumni Committee 
• Work is being done to create a web site. 
 
Stewardship Commission 
• Food pantry doing well, but supplies still do run out. 
• Giving Tree was a great success. 
• Ramp is almost finished. 
• Finishing touches in kitchen are completed.  Throughout the hall heavy-duty cleaning is underway and paint is being touched up.  

Fr. Mark stressed that any group using the hall must keep it clean. 
• Dough roller cannot be brought into the dining area any longer.  It is much too heavy and cracks the floor tiles. 
• Fr. Mark reported that the big freezer broke down again.  All the dough had to be thrown away. If this happens again, we’ll have to 

get rid of it, because it’s costing too much in repairs and spoilage  
 

Men’s Club 
• The Club intends to put a recruitment flyer for new members in the bulletin. 
• Men’s Club will have officer elections this month. 
 

Worship 
• Friday, Feb. 2, is Candle Mass Day, the end of the Christmas season.  We will celebrate the feast on Sunday, Feb. 4. 

• The stairwells and choir loft area need to be cleaned.  It will be done in the spring, before Easter. 

• Decorations need to be taken down between Feb 5 and Feb 10.  An announcement will be in the bulletin for help on Feb 10. Need 
to take better care in how we’re packing things. Also looking into building more permanent storage boxes for the big trees. 

  

Knights of Columbus 
• There will be a Vegas Night fundraiser on Jan 21 at Father Kramer K of C Hall in Center Line. 
• Souper Bowl food collection going well. Knights are collecting two non-perishable items from each member.  One item will go to 

our food pantry. 
• Bishop Flores is going to be a Fourth Degree member of K of C. 

 

St. Joseph 
• Christmas collections were very good, with many unforeseen donations.  
• A very important Parish Council Meeting will be held Jan 22.  There will be discussion regarding what direction the parish will take 

in the future when Fr. Ward’s assignment ends July 1.  Fr. Borkowski will give feedback to the bishop. 
• A new Mass schedule is going into effect.  
• A wine tasting event is scheduled for Feb 17 at 7 PM.  

 
St. Josaphat 
• Mrs. Pietrowski passed away last week. She was very active in the parish. Funeral was last Thursday.  
• Next fund-raising dinner will be on Jan 21. 
 

Open Forum 
• What’s happening with Pictorial Directory? This is still underway and is actively being worked on by Amy Papernik and Fr. Mark. 
• Not much response on our call for old pictures of church/school and past events.  Tony is working on two that Fr. Mark gave him. 
• Chalk and incense, provided by the Men’s Club, will be available until Feb 4. 

 
Round Table Discussion by Council Members 

• The Parish Council roster Tony distributed contained outdated information. He will correct the roster and send out a new one. 
• Jann Soltis, our web master, is stretched for time. She would like to delegate some of the responsibility to others and has a plan in 

mind.  She would like to present this at the Town Hall meeting. 
• Annual food license for the Hall:  There is more to just applying – there are requirements that need to be met in order to qualify for 

such a license. We will hold this for discussion at next meeting. 
 
Next meeting will be on Sunday, Feb. 11, 2007 at 12:00 noon. 
Meeting closed 9:15 PM with a prayer led by Fr. Mark. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Mary Mercatante    Tony Ziebron 
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary  Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson 
 








