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Treasures from our Tradition 
Today Lent begins. Ash Wednesday initiates the 

forty days of the Lenten fast, but since Sundays are not 
tallied in the days of fasting, today is the solemn open-
ing of the forty days of Lent. The Church has work to 
do today, principally the calling forward of those cho-
sen (the proper word is elected) for the Easter sacra-

ments. Some of those who have been 
catechumens may now make a transi-
tion to a new way of life as the 
“elect.” For them, this Lent will be a 
t i m e  o f  “ p u r i f i c a t i o n ”  a n d 
“enlightenment.” For us who accom-
pany them, it is a time of helping them 
discern God’s call and prepare for 
new life.
This year, while the readings from the 
third year of the Lectionary cycle are 
usually read, they are set aside on cer-
tain Sundays for the benefit of the 
elect. We turn then to the readings 
from Year A, and we give those who 
journey to the font of baptism three 
extraordinary companions. In the Gos-

pels for those days, we meet the woman of Samaria and 
the man born blind, and we come to the tomb of Laza-
rus three days after his death. Many bishops celebrate 
the Rite of Election on or near today, affirming God’s 
choice for these new faithful, and also offering them 
the solidarity of many companions. In 2005, over 
83,000 adults entered the baptismal waters in the 
United States, a remarkable testimony to the vigor of 
our tradition of receiving and nurturing adult faith. 

James Field,© Copyright J. S. Paluch Co.

Reflections 
To follow Jesus means that wherever we meet 

Him in the scriptures, we walk with Him. We tie our 
life-journey to His. In this Sunday's Gospel passage, we 
journey with Him into the desert. We struggle with the 
devil, side by side with Jesus, overcoming our own 
temptations. The Church helps us do this by giving us 
ways to improve our self-
discipline and conquer our self-
centeredness through practices 
of self-denial: fasting and absti-
nence, alms-giving and recon-
ciliation.

Every meal and meat 
given up for Lent, and every sin 
we confess in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and every sacri-
fice of time we make for extra 
prayer is our own desert experi-
ence. Jesus fasted from food 
and other physical comforts 
during his battle with the devil, 
and the battle purified Him and 
strengthened Him for the minis-
try that came afterward. If we want to follow Jesus, we 
battle the devil, too, and we too are purified and 
strengthened by the struggle. 

Satan is not someone to fear. Jesus already de-
feated all demons on our behalf, first in the desert and 
then on the cross. Our battle is really only against 
temptation and our personal desire to give in to it. We 
don't always want to follow Jesus. This is what we 
must surrender to God during Lent. Then we, too, will 
be purified and strengthened by the struggle. 
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First Sunday of Lent 

The Message 

Founded 1889 



4:00 PM  Saturday - March 3rd, 2007
Joseph Cyranski by Wife, Lillian 
Thomas Pirkola  by Pirkola Family

10:30 AM  Sunday - March 4th, 2007
Mitchell Wilk  by Wife, Lorraine 
Doris DeAngelo  by Sulla Family 
Harry Kochanski  by Wife, Christine 
Walter Janowski by Wife, Vicky 
Edward & Phyllis Rogal by Family 
Florence & Leonard Kendzic by Gail,Chris Urban 

12:00 Noon  Monday - March 5th, 2007 
For members in the Catholic Mothers Society

12:00 Noon  Friday - March 9th, 2007 
For all Parishioners and Benefactors

Sweetest Heart of Mary Parish

4:00 PM  Saturday - February 24th, 2007
Rose Mieczkowski  by Tony Ziebron 

10:30 AM  Sunday - February 25th, 2007 
Gloria Lamberti by Norm Lamberti 
Harry Kochanski  by Wife, Christine 
Walter Janowski by Wife, Vicky 
Laticia D'Agostino by Chris Hubbard 
Clifford Parquette by Wife & Family 
Barbara Knowles By Lorraine Wilk 

12:00 Noon  First Friday - March 2nd, 2007 
For members in the First Friday Purgatorial Society

6:00 PM  First Friday - March 2nd, 2007 
For members in the First Friday Purgatorial Society

Mass Schedule & Intentions

What do the Gospels address when they 
speak of the temptations of Jesus?
The Gospel for the first Sunday of Lent always speaks of 

the temptations of Jesus. This year we are treated to the temp-
tations according to Luke. Mark, the first Gospel written, was 
the primary source for the authors of Luke and Matthew, edit-
ing it to fit their communities' context and needs. 

Mark's temptation account (1:12-13) is very brief. Mat-
thew (4:1-11) and Luke (4:1-13) both expand the temptation 
account, each listing three similar temptations, but with a dif-
ferent arrangement. They used a different source for their ac-
counts other than Mark. The clue to the author's mindset and 
theology are usually found in the editing. 

Luke's temptation account, like Matthew, is threefold. Yet 
unlike Matthew, Luke's third temptation focuses on the temple 
in Jerusalem, a place of great significance for Luke. In his 
Gospel, Jerusalem is the place where Jesus will fulfill His role 
and mission, while in Acts, Luke's other masterpiece, it is the 
center of Gospel evangelization to the whole world. 

Forty days in the desert recall the 40 years of Jewish wan-
dering in the desert where they murmured against God, failing 
to trust in God's providence and care. Jesus enters the desert 
experience, guided by the Spirit, to model how we are to re-
spond to the various temptations that surround us in life. Jesus 
places total trust and confidence in God. No matter what hap-
pens, God can be trusted and relied upon. Do we really believe 
that as we go through our daily lives? 

Penitential Disciplines of Lent 
The Christian faithful, during Lent, are clearly conscious 

of the need to turn the mind towards those realities which 
really count, which require Gospel commitment and integrity 
of life which, through self denial of those things which are 
superfluous, are translated into good works and solidarity with 
the poor and needy. 

(Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy, #125) 

In addition to choosing their own penitential practices, 
Catholics are also asked to observe the practices of fast and 
abstinence during the 40 days of Lent. The Lenten Fast and 
Abstinence Regulations are as follows: 

1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to abstain 
from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent. 

2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is 
bound to fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. (The obli-
gation of fasting ceases with the celebration of one's 59th 
birthday.) 

3. On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full 
meatless meal is allowed. Two other smaller meatless meals, 
sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according to each 
one's needs, but together they should not equal another full 
meal. Eating between meals is not permitted on these two 
days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices are allowed. 
When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, 
the law does not oblige. 

4. Catholics should not lightly excuse themselves from 
these prescribed minimal penitential practices. 



















MINUTES OF THE 
SWEETEST HEART OF MARY PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL AND TOWN HALL MEETING 

February 11, 2007 
Present:  Fr. Mark Borkowski   Tony Ziebron   Lorraine Wilk        Stephen Weber 
  Mary Mercatante    Amy Papernik  Tom Christensen  Michael Fillicia   
  Judy Courtright   Brenda Suiter  Scott Palus  Laurie Jarocha  
  Richard Karlowski   Jerry Strzalkowski  Jennifer Waligora      
Absent:  Judith Covatch 

Meeting commenced with a prayer led by Tony Ziebron in St. Joseph’s Hall at 12:00 Noon. 
Tony’s Opening Remarks
Chairman explained that the Town Hall style meeting today fulfills a requirement of the Council’s written operating procedures.
Correction of Council Meeting Minutes of Jan. 10

 Laurie Jarocha and Steve Weber were in attendance, Judy Courtright was not present. 
 Steve Weber gave a report on the latest work by the Diocese Tracking Committee. 

Parish Property Improvements Committee
Council is looking for a small committee to advise on property improvements that are expected to cost over $10,000.  John Zeck, Dennis Felcyn, Mark 
Farrell, Phil Ziezulewicz, and Frank Sitek all volunteered.  John and Dennis were present at the Council meeting.  This committee will find contractors, 
review quotes, and report back to the council on these projects.  This committee will only meet on an ‘as needed’ basis (i.e., restoring the murals in the 
sanctuary of the church).  Any expenditure up to $10,000 is made at Fr. Mark’s discretion. Expenditures over $50,000 must involve the diocese. 
Electronic Giving
The Council discussed this topic briefly at last meeting.  Tom Christensen reported he spoke with Historic Trinity church personnel. He said they did this 
on an “in-house” system – using both checking accounts and credit cards.  The bank fees are 3%.  Outside firms who do this charge more than 3%.  
They are very happy with their system.  Tony Ziebron also did some research on four major companies who offer this service.  He also spoke with 
someone at St. Patrick Church (small parish) who had some background information on such a service. 

 J.S. Palauch              •    ParishPay         •    Faith Direct        •     Vanco Services (largest provider – 8,000 parishes)
He said these companies can be evaluated on the basis of four criteria: 

1. Basic Services Offered 
  Checking account withdrawals           •    Credit card charges 

2.  Directing the Contributions 
  Parishioner Web access       •    Parish Office only Web access - requires parishioner written authorizations     •    Both have web access 

3. Timeline to process transactions 
  Once a week         •    Once a month       •    Twice a month 

4. Additional Features 
  Special collections handled, like Peter’s Pence, Holy Land, Easter Flowers, Heating       •    One-time contributions by visitors
  Automatic email confirmation to giver      •    Integration and direct links to parish websites        
  Annual tax statements       •    Tickets sales for parish events 

A sub-group of consisting of Tom Christensen, Scott Palus, Jann Soltis, and Tony Ziebron, will evaluate these companies and others, and prepare an 
opinion for the next Council meeting. 
Lentin Fish Fries

 Tony provided Fish Fry sign up sheet in bulletin. The bulletin insert had one week missing. Corrected sheets were brought to the Council 
Meeting and will be put in upcoming bulletins.  We need volunteers to call and remind those who have signed up.  Tom Christensen and Carl 
will do the scheduling, and Jennifer Waligora and Brenda Suiter will make reminder phone calls. 

 We especially need people for advance preparation duties and for clean-up duties.   
 Volunteers were asked to fill out sheets in advance, rather than just showing up. 
 There will be guarded parking provided. Perhaps next year we can avoid this expense with parish volunteers. 
 We should provide pre-printed order forms, rather than writing individual dinner tickets. 

Annual Food License
Health Department has some special requirements that we need to meet if we would like to have an annual license that covers all events that we may 
have at the parish.  We would need: 

 Fire suppression           •    All stainless steel utensils •    Kitchen floor drains 
We don’t usually get a permit for something like the Fish Fry, but those who are handling the cooking have food handlers permit.  As it stands now, we 
get event licenses for each of the booths at the Pierogi Festival, for instance (snack bar, pierogi station, etc.).  We have decided to stay with individual 
event licenses, due to the costs associated with an Annual license (changes to kitchen, etc.). 
Reports & Cluster Activities

Education 
 Faith Formation was held last Monday, with Father Ward as the presenter.  Fairly well attended – about 20 people. 
 February 19th – Guest speaker, John Vielko will speak on the topic of Immorality and Your Money. 

Vicariate
 APC Coordinating Committee Meeting 

o Stewardship/Finance meeting for March. 
o APC will give input to archdiocesan Vicariate Structure document as the Vicars have and continue to do. 
o Possible Metro Detroit Catholic Social Services discussion within the regional rollouts. 
o Communications committee to assist the Newsletter editors has been tabled at the Curia level. 
o Joint meeting between APC and Vicars will be held when the Tracking Committee is ready for all three to be together. 
o Chip Miller gave the vicars a synopsis at their January 2007 meeting. 
o General Q & A for the Cardinal will be held for the first time since 2002 crisis – March 6th Meeting. 
o Lenny from the VPC Stewardship Committee is invited as a guest for meeting portion only between 6 and 9 PM. 

 Legislative Advocate Report for January 2007 
o Sacred Heart’s Legislative Advocate is Delphine Palkowsiki. 
o SHM/Joseph/Josaphat Legislative Advocate is Stephen Weber. 
o Bill Brazier of St. Vincent DePaul asked for parish chapters to coordinate their programs as much as possible. 
o Fr. Kramer of Council of  Vicars were present. 
o Ten vicariates were present: SW Detroit, Ren, DR, WW, F/S, NM, CM, Pont, Lakes, and Trinity. 



o Wants to add network lobby and Catholic Caucus to the LA report template. 
o On July 1st, Davisburg Mass station will receive parish status. 
o US Bishops’ Social Ministry gathering in Washington, DC in February.  Two representatives will attend (Central Services rep and

Lakes rep). 
o Next meeting is May 23rd at seminary at 12 noon. 

Stewardship  
 Ramp is almost complete. A few items need to be fixed and will be finished shortly. 
 Some demolition will begin inside the old school building. Looking for volunteers to help with this. We may be able to use this building for the 

Pierogi Festival if we get enough done. 
 Dennis is starting this week. Dennis will let others know what help he will need after the first week of demolition. 
 Need some telephone poles re-routed – let the Council know if you know anyone at DTE who could expedite this process and perform the 

service gratis. 
Worship 
 Next Worship meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Feb 24 at 2:00 PM. 
 We need more servers for our Liturgy. Young and old are invited to come forward to help.  

Christian Service 
 Ladies’ Guild will give High Tea on February 17. 
 Corned Beef Dinner is being planned for St. Patrick’s Day. 

Knights of Columbus 
 Next meeting on February 12 – Open meeting with refreshments and food – 8:00 PM at St. Josephat. 
 100 Care Packages were put together for Marines in Iraq for Christmas.  300 are planned to go for Easter. 
 Vegas Night event was successful.          •      The “Supper Bowl” was also successful.   
 Tickets for a one week Vacation Get-A-Way raffle for a free trip to Puerto Vallarta, or Florida, will soon be sold. 

St. Joseph 
 Special meeting was held to discuss the parish’s wishes for future leadership of St. Joseph after Father Ward’s assignment ends in July.  

Several scenarios were given: 
o That he might be assigned as an assistant pastor at another parish. 
o That he might be assigned as a pastor of a parish (perhaps St. Joseph). 
o Father Mark will report to the Bishop on Feb. 12, anticipating a decision by Easter. 

St. Josaphat - Nothing to report.

Our Polish Story
Fr. Mark was approached by Keith Famie to participate in a documentary on the Polish heritage of Detroit.  First, all he was asking for was money, but 
on further investigation, it was decided that SHM should be involved in this. A Feb. 2nd meeting in our hall viewed the first documentary done by this 
group – Our Italian Story – and the people who attended thought that we should sponsor this in some way.  St. Josaphat would also like to be involved.  
Film crew was in our church on Feb. 4 to film footage of church and an interview with Fr Mark.  They would also like to film a Polish wedding, which we 
are going to plan.  Also asked about a ‘typical’ Polish funeral, but we’d have to fake the entire thing.   Joint donation will be made on the part of SHM and 
St. Josaphat.  Our two parishes would also be linked to the documentary web page.  Fr. Mark will determine the level of donation after we see how much 
SHM will be featured. 
Fr. Mark’s Talking Points

 Projects underway:  
o Vestibule steel doors are having wood graining rather than plain brown paint.  Did same thing on the archway right inside the door to hall.  
o Fr. Mark had company come in who specializes in woodworking (same person who restored St. Mary’s altar) to look at some of the wood 

repairs we need done in the church (i.e., priest’s chair).  This company will work up estimates for Fr. Mark. 
o Scaffolding is going up on Feb. 13 for the restoration of the main altar murals.  The Annunciation to Mary will be the first mural repaired 

(this will be finished by Easter).   
 45 weddings are presently scheduled for 2007. 
 Five new windows have been installed in the school thus far.  Hope to have all windows installed by July.  
 Arnie Lesner is going to be Festival Chairman.  Working with him are: Karen Kulick, Jack Paulus, Dan Waligora, Mike Kapusniak, T. Ziebron
 Pierogi Festival planning is well underway: 

o Three bands are booked. The Polka Mass will again be done by Pan Franek & Zosia Band, paid for by an anonymous donor. 
o A freezer was donated and we are expecting another freezer soon. 

Open Forum for Town Hall Meeting
The chairman introduced our parish website creator – Jann Soltis. Jann presented some new ideas for the parish to use: 

o Parish blog and online photo album has been set up 
o We can upload parish bulletins to this blog 
o Looking for volunteers to help with this project – Ladies’ Guild? Knights of Columbus? 
o Anyone can be set up as a User, Editor, or Author 
o Many churches are doing this now 
o Send Jann a message identifying yourself as an interested party – her email link is on SHM web site. 
o Tony would like to see a calendar of cluster events shown on our web site. 

Questions/Comments from Town Hall attendees: 
a.   Would we lose 9% with the automatic charge for electronic giving? 

o We lose a percentage to pay fees, but this should be offset by an increase in giving. Sub-group will report fees at next meeting.
b. Confusion on Lector schedules will some bulletin errors? – everyone should follow schedule that was mailed by Fr. Mark. 
c. A Parishioner expressed a strong opinion that the Oplatki Dinner it should stay in the cluster church where it originated, namely Sweetest 

Heart of Mary, and not be moved to St. Josaphat parish hall. 

Next Council Meeting is Wednesday, March 14th at 6:00 PM. 

Meeting closed 1:45 PM with a prayer led by Fr. Borkowski. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mary Mercatante    Tony Ziebron 
Parish Pastoral Council Secretary  Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson













Knights of Columbus Fund Raiser 
2007 Easter Sale 
Ham and Sausage 

Spiral Sliced Torch
Glazed Ham

The Dearborn Spiral Sliced Glazed Ham, unlike many others, has no water added, and offers nothing 
but delightful flavor.  Each ready-to-eat ham has the Dearborn traditional hard glaze, and is hand 
wrapped in gold foil and individually gift boxed.  The family tradition of quality and pride shines 
through in this ham. 

______  Half Ham Sliced and Torch Glazed             8 Lbs ----------- $32.00 
______ Half Ham Sliced with Glazing separate                       8 Lbs ----------- $30.00 
______  Whole Ham Sliced with Glazing separate        14 Lbs ----------- $54.00 
______  Half Ham unsliced Classic Semi-Boneless                 8 Lbs ----------- $23.00 
______  Whole Ham unsliced Classic Semi-Boneless              14 Lbs ----------- $38.00 
______  Smoked Kielbasa                     5 Lbs ----------- $18.00 
______  Fresh Kielbasa     5 Lbs ----------- $18.00 

(all weights are approximate) 

Payment must accompany an order form; make checks payable to K of C #13318 
Please return order form and payment to a Knight after Mass in the vestibule of 

the church, drop in collection basket, mail or deliver to the Rectory office. 

Last day of sale Palm Sunday April 1st

Pickup Holy Thursday and Good Friday
 from 4pm to 7pm in SHM St. Joseph Hall 

Name ________________________________ Date ______________ 

Sale Amount _______Ck# ________ Cash ________ Order  Rec'd  by ____________________________ 

    PURCHASER RECEIPT 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

     K of C COPY  

Name ______________________________ Phone __________________________ Date __________________ 

Sale Amount __________   Ck# _______   Cash _________  Order  Rec'd  by _________________________ 

     Torch Glazed                  Separate Glaze                         Classic Ham                             Kielbasa
       Half ____               Half ____ Whole ____         Half ____ Whole ____          Smoked ____ Fresh ____ 



Meetings/Activities
Worship Commission Meeting

Saturday, February 24th

2:00 PM Rectory 
Hearts Men’s Club

Sunday, February 25th

12:00 NOON 
 SHM Parish Hall 2nd Floor 

Cluster Fish Fry
Friday, March 2nd

3:00 - 8:00 SHM Parish Hall 
Pierogi Making

Monday, March 5th

9:00 AM SHM Parish Hall 
Faith Formation

“Culture of Death vs. 
             Culture of Life, Part 1”

Monday, March 5th

7:30 PM SHM Parish Hall 
Corn Beef & Cabbage Dinner

Sunday, March 11th

1:00 PM SHM Parish Hall 

DIRECTORY  
 Parish Office  
             
 Fax   
 E-mail  
 Cemetery   
 St. Joseph Hall   

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Every  Friday  
 First Friday (Chapel) 
 Saturday
 Sunday 

CONFESSIONS
 Saturday  
 PASTOR           Fr. Mark Borkowski

FrmarkB@aol.com  
PAROCHIAL VICAR           Fr. Paul Ward

ptw@fatherpaul.org
www.fatherpaul.org 

Phone (313) 887-0224 
    ASSISTING Deacon Bill Stimpson

stimpson.jr@sbcglobal.net
   

PASTORAL STAFF  
 Parish Secretary:   
 Hours:     
Parish Office Closed on Tuesdays

 Organists: 
 —Sunday Mass    
 —Weddings  
 Complex Manager:   
 Bulletin Editor: 

 WEB SITE ADDRESS
www.sweetestheartofmary.org 

 PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
 Chairperson:             
 Vice Chairperson:          
 Secretary:               
 Education:                  
Christian Service: 

 Stewardship:   
 Worship:   
 Vicariate Rep.: 

 COUNCIL AT LARGE 
 Richard Karlowski 
 Judith Courtright  
 Brenda Suiter
 Michael Filliccia

                       Revised  December 3, 2006 

(313) 831-6659 
           or (313) 831-3352 
 (313) 831-8522 
 SHMChurch@aol.com 
 (313) 366-2142 
 (313) 831-0533 

 12 NOON  
    6:00 PM

4:00 PM 
  10:30 AM 

3:00-4:00 PM 

Chris Hubbard 
Mon, Wed to Fri  9 to 5 

            

   Michael Covatch 
 Daniel Fredericks 

Dennis Felcyn 
Tony Ziebro

           
                                         

Tony Ziebro
Amy Papernik 

Mary Mercatante 
Amy Papernik 

Gerald Strzalkowski 
Tom Christensen 

Lorraine Wilk
Stephen Weber 

Scott Palus  
Laurie Jarocha

Jennifer Waligora 
Judith  Covatch 

Sweetest Heart of Mary Parish

Weekly Collections
Mailings…Feb. 12 - Feb. 17  $2320.00 

Saturday… Feb. 17 $ 830.00 
Sunday…… Feb. 18 $1309.10

Total Attendance:  207 

Feb. 24th 4:00 PM Feb. 25th 10:30 AM Mar. 3rd 4:00 PM Mar. 4th 10:30 AM 
Master of Ceremonies: Ted Rost Norman Lamberti Tony Ziebron Michael Bukowski 

Lector: Jack Paulus Joseph Ivers Amy Papernik Karen Kulick 

Extraordinary Minister: Ted Rost Norman Lamberti Tony Ziebron Michael Bukowski 

Usher: Ray Kuszak Steve Weber Ray Kuszak Steve Weber 

Russ Marshall Eugene nie yk Jerry Covatch Russ Marshall 

Frank Granica Larry Kass Frank Granica Chris Urban 

Stan Pirino Paul Martinkovic Jr. Stan Pirino Mike Kapusniak 

Bob Bisaro Frank Burns Bob Bisaro Frank Burns 
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Irene Kochanski
Victor Valvano
Bernardino Piccinini  
Dino Piccinini  
Arthur Havlik
Marianna Osentoski  
Rosemary Schmidt  
Brian Baka
John Gorniak  
Jenny Nicholas  
Donna McEvoy  
Robert G. Jozwiak 
Vincent Pas
Curt Danielewicz  
Raymond Gardzinski  
Gregory Winnicki  
Leonard Plagens-Parker 

Feb 24th

Feb 24th

Feb 24th

Feb 24th

Feb 26th

Feb 26th

Feb 27th

Feb 27th

Feb 27th

Feb 28th

Feb 28th

Feb 29th

Mar 1st

Mar 1st

Mar 1st

Mar 2nd

Mar 2nd

  >  Men’s Club 50/50 Tickets are available every Saturday & Sunday. See a Member or an Usher.  < 

Lucille Lasky
Mike Soltis 
Ed Drzewiecki 
Mary Mercatante 
Veronica Ciupek 
Ann Flaga 
John Adamo 
Cathy Strzalkowski 

Katie Paratore 
Virginia Marecki 
Bob Jozwiak 
Pamela Yanoski 
Betty Granica 
Marie Czerny 
18 Seriously ill 
friends of Ed Malik 

Revised Feb 18, 2007 

Please pray for:

Happy Birthday!




